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Autumn Term Newsletter 2008

Chairman'’s Report

Dear Parents and Guardians

Thank you so much to all parents and friends of Kilmington Primary School who
attended the first PTFA committee meeting on Tuesday 4™ November and an even
bigger thank you to those who attended who didn't drink all the wine thus allowing me

to polish it off when I got home!

Already this term we have had a number of events. Firstly the Jumble Sale in
October which raised around £350. This was followed by a Coffee Morning at my
house which raised £100 and a Quiz Evening held in the village hall. This was a great
success and raised over £100 for the school, so thank you for attending. Thank you
also to those who made the event possible.

The Community Raffle organised by Axminster Rotary Club has raised another £100
and thank you for the Spotty Chicken gift shop for kindly agreeing to sponsor a gift
voucher as the schools confribution To the prize fund.

The children have been busy drawing their Christmassy pictures! Which will be sent
off and turned into Christmas cards for parents to pre-order and I'm pleased to
report, that the response to this has been positive and popular.

So what have the PTFA got up their sleeves, for fundraisers during Christmas time?
Well we kick off Friday 28™ November with a Winter Warm-up meal which starts at
12.30pm, come and enjoy a glass of mulled wine and a buffet of tasty dishes. This will
be held at Oxenlears, Greta Stoddart’s house and will finish in time for the Axe

Celebratory Assembly at 2.45pm. The meal is £5.00 (free for pre-school children).
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Please do come, it will a good chance for parents and friends to get together, have
some festive fun and raise money for the school. A letter has already been sent out
with a form to pre-book and pay for tickets. S ‘ -

On Friday 5™ December and Friday 12™ December there will be the ever popular cake
sales straight after school at 3.30pm. The stall will be set up in the playground and
Mr Bettison has agreed to bring over Coly class for collection on those days so they
won't miss out! ' |

On Saturday 6™ December there will be a Food Bingo in the Village Hall. Eyes down
will be at 7.30pm and sandwiches and drinks will be available. Please come along for
an evening of fun and the chance to win a Meat/Food hamper. A letter has been sent
out about this but for any other queries about the event see Paula Grant or Sara
Lovell.

On Tuesday 16™ December there will be a disco/party for the children (sorry
parents!). This will start straight after school and finish at 5.30pm and will take place
in the village Hall. This day will be a non uniform day so that the children will be able
to strut their funky stuff in their own clothes and not booorring school uniform! Why
not use this day to do some Christmas Shopping in the knowledge that pick up isn't
until 5.30pm? The cost of the disco will be £3 per child to include a drink and a hot
dog. A letter will be coming out about this soon.

Phew, I will be glad when Christmas gets herel!

A note for your diaries , the next PTFA meeting will be held on Monday January 12™
at 7pm in the new Coly Class. By the way doesn't the building look good, very exciting!

Finally thank you so much to all those parents who have supported me in my first
term as Chair of the PTFA and more importantly a HUGE thank you to all parents and
friends who have supported the fundraising events,

Wishing you all a Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year.

Best Wishes, Kathy Jobson, Chairman Kilmington PTFA




Head Teacher's Letter

As I write this report we are well into the second part of the Autumn Term and are
beginning to think about Christmas. However, before we get into the whirl of making
decorations, practicing for the Carol Service, etc. it is a good time to stand back and
take stock on all the things we have done and achieved so far.

The building work to improve the school is on schedule and everyone is working hard
to ensure completion by the end of this term. I know we are all looking forward to
getting back into our own classrooms again and a big thank you to everyone for your
patience and understanding during this period. I'm sure when the work is done and
you see the greatly improved facilities the upheaval will have been worth it.

Our continuing standards of achievement for both Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 have
been recognised, both at county level and nationally. The 2008 data shows for Key
Stage 2 we are again in the top 12% of successful schools and our Key Stage 1 results
are the best ever. Inall three core subjects we are significantly above the national
average. By the end of Key Stage 2 in English we achieved 947% of the children
gaining at or above age related expectations and 100% in Maths and Science. At the
end of Key Stage 1 the figures were 89% in Reading, 89% in Writing, 89% in Maths
and 75% in Science. In Reading and Maths 63% of the Year 2 children went on to gain
the higher level 3 which was a really wonderful achievement. Credit as usually must go
to you as parents, the staff and, of course, the children.

Despite being spread out, the children have continued to be very active and have
participated in a range of events and learning opportunities. These have ranged from
a visiting theatre company and music workshop, numerous sporting tournaments and
festivals, Year 6 running the District Council for the day, taking part in their annual
Harvest Assembly, taking part in the Shoe Box Appeal and raising money for this
year's Children In Need. The school is in the process of applying for the 'Artsmark
Award' given by the Arts Council and this will recognise the high quality provision
provided by the school across the ‘arts’ curriculum.

Due to the building work and the disruption I haven't asked the PTFA for support to
purchase additional equipment as of yet. However, £5000 is being put towards the
building project and, as we enter the new year, our big projects will be to relocate
and improve the library provision for all the children, renew our aging computer
system and to purchase new and exciting musical instruments for the children to use
and enjoy.

The staff and myself are always very grateful for the support and time given to the
school and continue to value the partnership we have with all parents, grandparents,
carers and our wider community.




The Children's Work

The children from each class have kindly provided some of their work to let us all
know what they have been doing this term. .

Coly class have been looking at traditional folk tales from different cultures and.
countries. They have been retelling the stories in their own words and using reported
speech.

This tale is by Jack Cilia Herbert, year 5 and is a traditional story from Japan which
he has retold. ‘

Susanowo was the god of sea and storms according fo the oldest Japanese religion.
He had a very bad tfemper and could create raging storms that caused a lot of
damage.

But one day his sister Amaterasu said " I'm fed up of your temper and until you can
control it I'm going to hide myself in the cave of heaven”. So she hid and blocked the
entrance with a huge rock, but without Amaterasu the world was dark and dull. Finally
some gods had a big party and put a mirror in front of the rock. Amaterasu said” ooh
look at my reflection, I never knew I looked like that". Then to everyone's surprise
Amaterasu came out. To stop another similar accident Susanowo was banished from
Izomo. After some horrible journeys Susanwo went to live with his mother in the
underworild.

This tale is by Katie Bastable, year 4 and her story comes from Africa:

Once a lady was taking a stroll when a mouse popped out of a huge blueberry bush.
The mouse crawled over to her and stole her blanket. "Get away from me,"” screamed
the lady.

The mouse said that there was a giant close by and he'd gobble you up if you didn't
hide. The floor vibrated and the houses jumped 70 feet high off the ground.
"Give me my mouse " boomed a large, loud voice o o
"Hang on, can't we just get you something else, how about a rat?" said the lady
The mouse thought this a wonderful idea so did the giant.

"So do we have a deal?”

"DEAL!" everyone shouted.

RN

i
R
5
iz
iz
2
b2
®
&
2
3
5
5
2
%
2
:
A
R
5
g
A
t)\.-—-.




By Charlotte Chadwick, year 3
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By Jed Holmes, year 3 Lo

By Isobelle Donnan, year 3
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